WHEN GOD SPEAKS

A Word of Confrontation

INTRO

« Share a time when someone confronted you
about something difficult. How did you initially
react, and what was the outcome?

When God Speaks revisits key passages from
Jeremiah, revealing their continued relevance
today. We’ll explore how God’s Word challenges,
refines, and ultimately offers hope for us, inviting
us to live faithfully amid cultural pressures.

READ
Jeremiah 2:5-13 and 17:5-10

What stands out to you in these passages?

REFLECT

In Jeremiah 2 and 17, God confronts Israel for

forsaking Him and turning to idols—things that

could never satisfy or sustain them. He uses

vivid imagery to illustrate their condition:

- Broken Cisterns (Jer. 2:13): Instead of
drinking from the fresh spring of God’s
presence, they dug their own wells—cracked
and empty.

- Barren Wastelands (Jer. 17:5-6): Trusting in
human strength instead of God leads to
spiritual drought and barrenness.

Idolatry is exchanging God's glory for lesser
things that cannot truly satisfy. Idols hijack and
misdirect our love, worship, and trust away from
God to these inferior things. We tend to love less
important things more and more-important things
less than we should.

Modern idolatry often takes subtle forms in our
lives, blending faith with cultural values and the
pursuit of good things in ways that distort true
worship of and trust in Jesus.

However, God’s confrontation is an invitation.
Just as Jesus offered the Samaritan woman
living water in John 4, He calls us to turn from
our empty pursuits and find true life in Him.
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RESPOND

Qu: How do we discern when pursuing good
things (like relationships, success, or comfort)
has crossed the line into idolatry?

Qu: What subtle cultural influences might be
shaping your faith? (e.g., consumerism, comfort,
political ideologies)

Qu: In what ways might the prosperity gospel,
therapeutic gospel, or Christian nationalism be
influencing your understanding of faith?

Qu: What areas of your life might God be
lovingly confronting right now, and how can you
respond to His invitation to return?

Personal Inventory: Take time this week to
examine your heart. What occupies your
thoughts, time, and resources? Are there any
"idols" you need to confront?

PRAY

» Pray for hearts that recognize and repent of
misplaced trust.

- Ask God to reveal areas where we've sought
satisfaction apart from Him.

« Pray for a renewed thirst for God’s presence
and the ability to trust Him fully.
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